READING ASSIGNMENT

Understanding Research Ethics in Scholarly Communication

STUDENT WORKSHEET

sources, but understanding why we do it is just

as important. Ethical research goes far beyond
avoiding plagiarism. It’'s about protecting the integrity
of science, respecting the work of others, and building
your own credibility as a scholar.

Q s student researchers, you often learn how to cite

This reading assignment is designed to help you ex-
plore the bigger picture of research ethics. You’'ll reflect
on your responsibilities not only as a student today, but
also as a future contributor to the scientific community.
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@ Challenge T:

Literature Research

Read the suggested articles from the ACS Guide to
Scholarly Communication (section 1.2). For each of
the following questions, provide an answer and cite
the source of your information in ACS styvle.

« What are three examples of uneth-
ical behavior in scientific research
that were discussed in the reading?

« Name one specific action you can
take to avoid plagiarism when writ-
INg your own papers.

« Why is it wrong to leave out or hide ACS STYLE
. . ) QUICK GUIDE
data, even if your final conclusion
IS accurate?

What problems can happen when someone is listed
as an author who didn’t contribute to the research?

* What's the difference between a correction and a re-
traction in a scientific journal article?

@/ Challenge 2: Case Study

Find a real-world example of an ethical issue or conflict
in scientific research. Use a reputable source such as:
* News articles or press releases from established outlets
» Editorials from scholarly journals

 Case studies published by academic institutions

» Articles from well-known science or research blogs
In your own words, write a short summary (about 150-
200 words) that includes:

« What happened - briefly describe the situation.

 What ethical issue(s) were involved - explain the main
concern (e.g., plagiarism, data manipulation, author-
ship disputes).

« What the consequences were - describe the impact
on the researchers, the institution, or the public.

Be sure to cite your source using ACS Style, including
a full reference and an in-text citation if applicable.

ﬂ = Suggested Reading

This reading list is designed to pro-
vide a solid foundation to help answer
these challenges, but we encourage
you to search and explore beyond
these suggestions.

e 1.2.1 The Need for Ethics in Scholar-
ly Communication ACS GUIDE

. . _ SECTION 1.2
1.2.2 A Brief Overview of the Publi-
cation Process

1.2.3 Ethical Responsibilities of Authors
1.2.6 Ethical Responsibilities after Publication
1.2.7 Additional Resources

A Take it Further:
\ Understanding Copyright

Ethical research isn’t just about avoiding plagiarism—it
also means respecting the intellectual property of oth-
ers. Copyright law plays an important role in research
ethics, and it’s something every student and scientist
needs to understand in order to use and share content
responsibly.

Read the ACS eBook chapter—Miscon-
ceptions about Copyright and Permis- E E
sions. Alternatively, explore a reputable

resource such as the US Copyright Of-

fice website or your university library’s E .
copyright/fair use guide.

: H SCAN TO READ
Write a short ref-lectlon (about 200- THE CHAPTER
400 words) that includes:

=1

e What you learned: Summarize the
key points about copyright and/or fair use.

e Why it matters: Explain how this connects to ethical
research and your responsibilities as a student.

* Your takeaways: Share one or two things you’ll keep
in mind when using or sharing content in your aca-
demic work.

Be sure to cite your source using ACS style.
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